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MOLLY SHANAHAN / MAD SHAK PREMIERES

MY NAME IS A BLACKBIRD APRIL 12-29 AT THE BUILDING STAGE
Experimental Collaborations Culminate in Groundbreaking New Dance Work
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CHICAGO — Molly Shanahan / Mad Shak’s groundbreaking new work, My Name is a Blackbird, premieres April 12–29, 2007 at The Building Stage, 
412 N. Carpenter St.  A co-presentation of Molly Shanahan/Mad Shak and Links Hall, Blackbird involves the collaboration of seven artists.  The April premiere focuses on Shanahan's improvised solo dance performance, created through her in-depth process of using spontaneity and memory to compose movement..  In making the work, Shanahan was inspired, in part, by the concept of transmogrification, a common theme in mythology and folklore for a voluntary or involuntary internally initiated change of form or shape.  
In contrast to Shanahan’s most recent work Eye Cycle, which explored light, Blackbird explores the dark spaces in the body and psyche.  Rather than glorifying perfect form and conventional approaches to dance technique, Shanahan’s current work brings to focus the potential of the body and movement to express our most human qualities.  
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Development of the project began in 2005.  Fueled by her interest to embark on an intensive exploration of new movement terrain, Shanahan identified seven Chicago-based artists as collaborators: Andrew Bird, Mark Booth and Dave Pavkovic (composers); Leslie Buxbaum Danzig (dramaturg); Heidi Dakter (costume design); Nadia Oussenko (video); and Josh Weckesser (lighting design).  Each collaborator engaged in a unique process during the year-long project.  Notably, Shanahan provided the composers with identical boxes filled with associative objects, images, video, text and a scent to serve as a common basis of inspiration for the three distinct original compositions, which serve as the score for My Name is a Blackbird.
Unusual for dance, Shanahan retained dramaturg Leslie Buxbaum Danzig to help excavate her movement impulses during the choreographic process and to play the role of “audience advocate.”  Shanahan also explored feminist Jungian theories about masculinity and femininity and conducted intensive study of the Feldenkrais method with Kathleen Aharoni in order to discover new movement choices where compulsion had ruled. 
Early in the creation process, costume designer Heidi Dakter created costume pieces and elements for Shanahan to experiment with which effected and helped establish the pallet and range of movement for Blackbird.  Dakter is creating a full wardrobe of conceptual garments that will not be worn during the performance, but will serve as a textile document of the process and shown to audiences in a special event March 31 at Berger Park.  Videographer Nadia Oussenko has been documenting the development process and related special events, with plans for a full documentary of Blackbird’s process to premiere in October 2007.  The visual integration of video into the final piece is yet to be determined, however, it has been an important tool during the creative process as it has included artist interviews and audience feedback gathered in workshops.
- more -

“I’m thrilled to have assembled a team of such brilliant artists to contribute to Blackbird.  Their unique perspectives and artistry enrich the creative process and imbibe my movement research with boundless points of departure for new discovery.  I also received valuable information and inspiration from audiences throughout the process and am looking forward to additional dialogue through our upcoming special events.”  (See listing of upcoming events at the end of this release).
Collaborator Biographies
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Molly Shanahan / Mad Shak supports innovation and collaboration though the development and presentation of Artistic Director Molly Shanahan’s intricate and layered choreographic projects and is unique in Chicago dance for its commitment to original music.  In 2004 Mad Shak received the Chicago Dance and Music Alliance’s Elizabeth F. Cheney Dance Achievement Award for impact on the field and promise for continued innovation.  Shanahan was one of four choreographers selected as a Chicago Dancemakers Forum Lab Artist for 2006, an honor which supports My Name is a Blackbird, and most recently was named by Time Out Chicago as one of Chicago’s “20 People to Watch in 2007.”  
Chicago singer/songwriter/violinist Andrew Bird was trained in the Suzuki method from a young age and graduated from Northwestern University with a bachelor's degree in violin performance.  In the early ‘90s, collaborative work with Squirrel Nut Zippers brought Bird initial commercial exposure and from 1997 though 2003 he released three albums with his band Andrew Bird’s Bowl of Fire.  In September 2006 Bird was signed to Fat Possum Records.  This March he is releasing his full-length solo album, Armchair Apocrypha to kick off an international tour, which includes already sold-out engagements in London and Paris.
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Mark Booth is a visual artist, sound artist, and writer and holds an M.F.A from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. Most recently Booth’s new audio project combining text with live and pre-recorded sound was part of Openport Festival at Links Hall where he curated “An Incomplete Map of Everything” in 2006.  In June 2005 Booth’s solo exhibition of paintings, drawings and audio works, “Panda Bear Insemination Team Picnic and Other Thought Formations,” appeared at the Bodybuilder and Sportsman Gallery, Chicago.  Booth is also a member of Tiny Hairs, a four-piece instrumental collective playing improvised experimental compositions encompassing minimalism, noise, and pop. 

David Pakovic has been featured on many CDs as a drummer and composer and part of European tours with his band Toe and the Chicago-based band HIM.  He composed and performed the score for the Lookingglass Theater production of Nelson Algren:  For Keeps and a Single Day and received a 2000 Joseph Jefferson Citation for Best Original Music in a Theatrical Production for Redmoon Theater’s Rachel’s Love. Dance composition credits include works for Rebecca Rossen, Shirley Mordine, Jan Erkert, Carrie Hanson and the Seldoms, Susan Hoffman, Anthony Gongora and Loop Troop, and later this spring he will be working with Julia Rhoads and her group Lucky Plush.
Leslie Buxbaum Danzig co-created and directed 500 Clown’s Macbeth, Frankenstein and Christmas Carol(s) and served as assistant director to Julie Taymor on The Green Bird with Theater for a New Audience.  Other directing credits include projects with her theater company DOG, (Interference at PAC/edge 2003 and Windows Server 2003/Active Directory Infrastructure at PAC/edge 2004); Redmoon Theater's Hunchback at Steppenwolf Studio (co-director).  
- more -

As a performer she has appeared in Chicago venues as well as nationally and internationally. Danzig received her BA from Brown University and is completing her PhD in Performance Studies at Northwestern University, where she teaches and directs.
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Heidi Dakter has created costumes for Zephyr Dance Company, Redmoon Theater and Theater Oobleck among others.  Her clothing/costume design work has been exhibited internationally and spans the realms of spectacle performance, runway showing and installation.  She designed the opening piece for the Chicago Cultural Center’s Flavor for Fashion runway show featuring garments incorporating culinary art and was a finalist of the 2002 Louvre Of Paris France’s 20th International Young Designers Fashion Contest Runway showing in the Carrousel du Louvre (shoe design.)  Dakter is also a skilled puppeteer and has performed in numerous performances with Theater Oobleck. 
Nadia Oussenko is a videographer, photographer, dance maker and musician.  As a choreographer she has created works for Amoeba and her works have been featured in Dance Chicago.  Her video work has been seen at Jacob’s Pillow, the New York Film and Video Festival, Sound and Vision Chicago’s monthly short film and video festival, and Third Kitchen Cabinet Exhibition.  Oussenko holds an MFA from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and also performs vocals and bass for the tribute band, High in the Lower ‘80s.
Josh Weckesser’s lighting design credits include independent choreographer Eddie Ocampo, Giordano Jazz Dance Chicago, Subtext Dance, Rogue Theater’s Rogue 8 and The Side Project Theatre Company’s Brian and Shevat.  Weckesser is an artistic associate of Lumen Siccum, a Chicago-based production company.  He served as production/stage manager for Dance Chicago 2006 and is the producer of the Josh Weckesser Dance Spectacular featuring a group of Chicago-area choreographers.  Weckesser was the founding artistic director of the now defunct Stick & Co. Productions and is currently pursuing his BA at Columbia College Chicago.
Performance Details
Molly Shanahan / Mad Shak’s My Name is a Blackbird premieres April 12–29, 2007 at The Building Stage, 412 N. Carpenter St. (between Kinzie and Hubbard) in Chicago.  Performances are Thursday – Sunday at 8 p.m. Tickets are $15.  For tickets or more information visit www.madshak.com or phone 773.743.8014.  My Name is a Blackbird is a co-presentation of Molly Shanahan / Mad Shak and Links Hall.  
Special Events
The following free special events have been scheduled in association with Blackbird’s formal premiere in April. For more information about these events visit www.madshak.com or phone 
773.743.8014. 

Wearable Archetypes
Saturday, March 31, 2007 from 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
Berger Park Cultural Center, 6205 N. Sheridan Rd. 
Free.

Light refreshments will be served.

Blackbird collaborator and costume artist Heidi Dakter and Mad Shak Artistic Director, Molly Shanahan walk participants through the costume closet for My Name is a Blackbird. 
A collection of sketches, fabrics, odds and ends, and garments in all stages of completion will be featured as these artists reveal the "cutting room floor" of their off-the-rack collaboration. 

- more -

Captain Bbird
Saturday, April 28, 2007 beginning at 7 p.m. 
(precedes 8 p.m. performance of My Name is a Blackbird)
The Building Stage, 412 N. Carpenter St.
FREE. 

Light refreshments will be served.

Blackbird collaborator and composer, Mark Booth talks about constructions of sound, superheroes and (almost) silence.  This event precedes a performance of My Name is a Blackbird.
#         #        #

My Name is a Blackbird is made possible through the support of Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation and the Chicago Dancemakers Forum, a choreographer's development project led by the Museum of Contemporary Art, The Dance Center of Columbia College Chicago, Links Hall and an independent choreographer.  The original scores created for 

My Name is a Blackbird are commissioned as part of a national series of works from Meet the Composer’s Commissioning Music/USA program, which is made possible by generous support from the Ford Foundation, the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Francis Goelet Trust, the Helen F. Whitaker Fund, Target, and the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation.  The special events associated with My Name is a Blackbird are supported, in part, by the Chicago Seminar on Dance and Performance.
Molly Shanahan / Mad Shak is supported by Alphawood Foundation, Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation, The Weasel Fund, The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation, and Meet the Composer, Inc.  Additional support comes from a City Arts Program Level I grant from the City of Chicago, Department of Cultural Affairs and the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency; and from generous individual contributions.  Molly Shanahan / Mad Shak is an Illinois not-for-profit corporation. 
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